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SENATE INTELLIGENCE CHIEF URGES REGIONAL ACTION AGAlNS'i NICARAGUA 

BY Robert Parry 

WASHINGTON 

The senate Intelligence Committee chairman, declaring covert U.S. aid to 
Ni JSauIn rebels -at a dead end," Tuesday urged regional action against 
Nicaragua's leftist government, possibly including military force. 

Sen David Durenberger, R-Minn., said the Reagan administration should drop 
it . h j rj for $14 million in renewed covert aid and instead encourage its Central 
American allies to seek action against Nicaragua by the Organization of American 

States. 

Asked if such a move would lead ultimately to direct U.S. military 
intervention, Durenberger answered in a quest ion-and-answer session a. 

National Press Club: "I don't think it's inevitable, but we better make clear 

that it is possible." 

Earlier, in a speech at the club, he said, "Military action should never be 
ruled out. But no such action can be undertaken without a clear consensus m 
this country and in the region." 

Durenberoer who heads one of two congressional committees that has overseen 
the QA's c^t action against Nicaragua, specifically cited two articles of 
the OAS' Rio Treaty which provides for collective self-defense, from diplomatic 
and economic steps to use of military force. 

Durenberger criticUed the administration for failing to develop a coherent 
approach toward Nicaragua, and Congress for interfering with the president 
direction of foreign policy. 

He said last year's congressional action, which requires approval by both 
He saia las y thp y r p lease 0 f $u million to the Nicaraguan rebels, 

Ss America^action hostage tp an ill-timed vote on an ill-planned program in 

support of a policy which no one understands." 

As for President Reagan's call for resumption of the aid, Durenberger said: 
"The previous formula for covert assistance is simply at a dead end. ... 

Known that we are. 

can be kept alive by outside help. 

refused to elaborate on that information. 
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